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Background - The Tolland Conservation Commission is responsible for overseeing properties
purchased by the Town of Tolland for conservation purposes and for preparing a management plan
for each property. The management plans are based upon the environmental characteristics of the
property and determine appropriate conservation and usage. Each plan includes a property
description, an analysis of the unique characteristics and acceptable uses of the property, and a
management program. The management program outlines the property management and
improvement needs; the individuals and organizations to manage the property; and protection needs
related to the site. Each management plan is developed under the Commission’s management
planning process which requires a five year review. This plan was prepared as a joint effort by the
Tolland Conservation Commission and Joshua’s Trust.

I. PROPERTY DESCRIPTION, RESOURCES, POTENTIAL, AND CONCERNS

Property Description - The Sage Meadow Conservation Area is a 23 acre property obtained in
connection with the development of Sage Meadow Subdivision, an 11-lot development. It is situated
east of Old Stafford Road, and north of Torry Road. The Town purchased a 2 acre lot known as Lot #
11 on August 19, 2002 from the subdivision developer and obtained a second parcel consisting of 21
acres of open field and forest land when the Tolland Planning & Zoning Commission approved this
parcel as Open Space on September 4, 2002. This conservation area has frontage on Old Stafford Road
but the access to the open space is via a narrow right-of-way located between #26 and #36 Sage
Meadow Drive.




Conservation Restriction - The Town entered into a Conservation Restriction with Joshua’s Tract
Conservation and Historic Trust, Inc. (“Joshua’s Trust”) on April 1, 2005, encompassing the dedicated
open space portion of the property. This easement excludes Lot 11. An Open Space Management Plan
was recorded as a part of this Restriction. This August 2015 management plan is an amendment of
Exhibit A in the Conservation Restriction (section III.C.) In a 2015 supplement to the easement,
haying in the meadow is allowed. The easement and supplement are included in the attachments at
the end of this document.

A

Historic Use of Property - The property was used for agriculture until 2002. A 1934 aerial photo of
the property depicts not only the area now dedicated as open space, but the entire surrounding area,
in agricultural use. The large meadow was divided between hay and pasture. The pasture was in
successional growth at the time. The area of the subdivision appeared to be in hay and orchard. The
east section of open space was in pasture as well.
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Description of Environmental Features - For purposes of this Management Plan, the Sage Meadow
Open Space has been divided into 5 units. The environmental features and characteristics of this
property are described as follows:

Triangle

West Meadow East Woods

East Meadow

West Woods

The Triangle (northeast section of the site), approximately 2.2 acres, consists of open field, sloping
south and southwest towards the meadow, with a narrow access between two subdivision lots on
Sage Meadow Drive. This area is an open field dominated by goldenrod and some emerging
multiflora rose. A small open marsh wetland is found at the base of slope at the interface between
this unit and the East Woods.

The East Woods is approximately 5.3 acres, and consists largely of red maple swamp, with some
upland hardwoods. A small farm pond, approximately .25 acre in size, constructed in the 1950’s,
occupies the northwest corner at the interface between the Triangle Lot and the East Meadow.
This pond is the headwaters of a small tributary to Clough Brook.

The East Meadow is approximately 10.83 acres, and is largely an open, level, mowed meadow,
with a few isolated trees. The entire meadow has been identified as a wetland. The field is
bounded on the west by Clough Brook, tributary to the Skungamaug River, and a small bordering
shrub (largely alder) wetland. The entire west boundary of the meadow abutting the Clough
Brook corridor is overrun with invasives consisting primarily of multiflora rose and oriental
bittersweet. These same invasives are found in proximity to the isolated trees in the meadow, and
sporadically along the east and south boundaries of the meadow.



e The West Meadow is approximately 2.65 acres, and is separated from the East Meadow by
Clough Brook, and its bordering shrub swamp. This is also an open meadow, identified as
wetland. There is currently no practical access to this isolated meadow, and has apparently not
been accessible for mowing for some years. Some incipient successional vegetation is in evidence,
as well as some invasives along its margins.

e The West Woods, also known as “Lot 11” from its designation as a subdivision lot, consists of 1.68
acres, and has approximately 232 feet of frontage on Old Stafford Road. It slopes gently from the
road towards the West Meadow. It consists of successional hardwoods.
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Potential Uses - Consistent with the restrictions enumerated in the Conservation Easement, uses of
the property are limited to the following:

e Hiking, not in the spring bird nesting season
e Snowshoeing and cross-country skiing
e Habitat, wildlife and nature studies



Use Restrictions and User Responsibilities — The following are use restrictions for visitors consistent
with the conservation easement

e No dogs allowed.

e Leave no trace.

e No motorized vehicles or other means of motorized transport.

e No horseback riding or mountain biking.

e Do not disturb vegetation or wildlife.

e No setting of fires.

e No hunting or firearms allowed.

e No littering. Carry out what you carry in.

e Respect the rights of other visitors.

e Respect the privacy of abutting landowners.

e No activities on or in the pond year round.

e Areais closed from sunset to sunrise. Night use is by permit only.
e Notify the Conservation Commission of organized group activities.

Dog walking in not permitted due to the disturbance to wildlife living in the meadow. Due to the
prevalence of wet areas and lack of trails, horseback riding and mountain biking are not permitted.

II. OPEN SPACE MANAGEMENT PLAN

Management Objectives - The principal objectives are to conserve the Sage Meadow Conservation
Area and protect wildlife habitat while providing access and passive recreational opportunities for
the general public. The conservation easement states the desire to preserve the protected property in
its natural state. While the Conservation Commission, acting as an agent of the Tolland Town
Council, is ultimately responsible for property management, implementation of a management
program is a shared responsibility with the Tolland Conservation Corps, property steward, and a
variety of Town agencies and resources in accordance with the Open Space Management Guideline and
Process.

Concerns - The water in the pond is currently a green color, indicating that it suffers from
eutrophication. The pond needs to be improved for amphibian and fish habitat. Barley straw bales
will be investigated as a possible method to control algae and restore the oxygen supply. Entrance
through Lot 11 is impractical due to the slope of the land and the high volume of traffic and lack of
safe access on Old Stafford Road. The trees in the West Woods will be allowed to grow since
cutting/thinning is difficult and impractical. The trees in the East Woods will be allowed to grow
due to the prevalence of wet areas. A variety of invasive species are spreading and need to be
removed. Hopefully haying/mowing can widen the East Meadow and help eliminate the invasive
species growing along the edges. There is no reasonable access to the West Meadow, so clearing
would have to be done with smaller machinery that can be carried across the brook. Farm
implements that reflect the rural nature of the landscape should be retained, if a liability is not posed.



Specific objectives for this parcel include:

e Follow best property management processes.

e Pursue educational, documentation, and protection opportunities for habitat, wildlife, and
unique features.

e Maintain property boundary markings.

e Manage the woodlands following the guidance of a professional forester.

e Enhance and maintain the health of the pond.

e Maintain the East Meadow by annual haying or mowing. This will occur during a time period
with no adverse effects on ground nesting birds.

e Maintain the West Meadow if possible by occasional brush hogging.

e Maintain the Triangle by annual mowing.

e Maintain a public information board or map board at the entrance.

e Develop a plan to control invasive plants.

Although it is not the intention of the Conservation Commission to manage the Sage Meadow
Conservation Area for timber production with periodic commercial harvests, it may be necessary,
from time to time, to carry out certain sylviculture practices to maintain the health of the forest or to
encourage a particular habitat. Such management activities, if deemed necessary, will be done in
consultation with a professional forester to ensure that the appropriate practices are implemented.

Management Plan and Program - Tasks required to assure that management objectives are achieved
shall be overseen by the Conservation Commission and implemented by the Head Steward and the
Property Steward with monitoring by Joshua’s Trust. Tasks include:

e Maintain signage at the entrance to the property.

e Post signage announcing nesting season.

e Maintain markings delineating the access path.

e Mark and maintain property boundary markings. Walk the property line on an annual basis.

e Assist with oversight of the health of the pond.

e Assist with oversight of the haying/mowing contractor. Approve the first mowing/haying
occurrence each year by surveying for ground nesting birds.

e Follow the invasive plants control plan.

e Periodically remove trash.

Attachments
e 2012 Aerial Map with Location Map Insert
e Topographical Map
e Wetlands Map
e Conservation Restriction, Exhibit A, and Supplement
e 2015 Bobolink Assessment by the Conservation Coordinator for Joshua's Trust.
e Trail map/sign

The steward for this conservation area is Stan Tetrault.



2012 Aerial Map with Location Map Insert




Topographical Map




Wetlands Map
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JOSHUA’S TRACT cogsgagwnm ggfmmc TRUST "-’g g

DEED OF CONSERVATION RESTRICTION

This Conservation Resuriction is made this I day of February, 2005, berween THE TOWN OF
TOLLAND, bereinafter called the “Orantor,” and JOSHUA'S TRACT CONSERVATION AND
HISTORIC TRUST, INC., a Consecticus nos-peofit corporation having its hesdquariers ot 898
Stafford Roud, Mamsficld, Connecticut, with @ mailing address of F. O. Box 4, Mansfield Cenler,
Conmecticut 062500004, hereinafier called the “Grantee.™

WITNESSETH:

WEM.uOmhhmhhﬂmbolwanmmnyblhTmol
Tolland, County of Tolland, and Sate of Connecticut, consisting of spproximaely 23 acres of
MMMyWhWIcA’WWMan-h
“Protected Property”), which Prosected Property consists of woodland swamp, brook , meadow
and a pond; and

wm.umuﬁmqmmwu.momm (collectively,
"conservation values") of importance 10 the Grastor, the people of Tolland and the Stete of
Connecticut; and

WHEREAS, JOSHUA'S TRACT CONSERVATION AND HISTORIC TRUST, INC. is 2 man-
mtmmumthMorcmuanmm
conservation of land area, having the power to acquire interest in land; and

1 3
WHEREAS, both the Grantor and Grantee desife 10 proseiv i Proteciod Property
mmhbmmbymorammmmmmﬁm
General Sttutes Sections 47-42a et seq, a3 smended, ’

m.mwm.mmbydmm;mammwmmmmm
um.amuumiawqanuwm.orwm
and character and (o the extent hersinafler set forth. All terms, covemants, und conditions
coneained herein shall run with the land,

L Puspose, It ks the purpose of this Conservaticn Restriction (o assure that the
Pratected Property will be retained focever predominantly [a its natural sad scenle
wmuwm:muaummmwwmam»
impair o¢ Imerfere with its conservation values,

. To accomplish the purpose of this Conservation

Il Rights of the Gruplcs
m:&utmmmmmummumwm
Restrietion:

) o
SATRE >
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The right 10 preserve and protect the Protected Property;

The right (0 enter the Protected Property 8t ] rensomabile times and, |f
necesary, across other lands of the Grantor, for the purpase of:

I, inspecting the Prutected Property ib determilne If the Gramior, and
her masigns, are complying with the Covensats and purposes of this
Comservanion Restriction;

2 enfoecing the terms of this Conservation Restriction;

) saking any and 2!l actices wish rospect to the Protecied Properny as
may be pecessary or appropeiste, with or withowt ocder of the
court, (o remedy or ubsie violations hereod,

4 muinttiaing sad/or replaciag boandary markers of the Prosected
Property,

mmwmmw«m.mmf&uﬂmofwmoc
endangered plant and snimal popalations and plant comumunities in the
Protecsed Property, and to manage them, if necessary, for their conlinued
survival mnd quality in the Protected Propeny.

The right 10 enforce the covenants continimed herein pursuant 1o Section
4742, et seq, COS, endior other provisions of the Connecticut General
Sueutes. Nothing herein shal] be construed to entitle the Oruntee to
wnstinige any enfoecement proceedings against the Crantor for any changes
%0 the Protecied Property due to causes beyond the Orantor's controd, suach
o floeds, fice or storms.

Crantor's Reserved Righes, o)
'

The right 10 make use of the Protected Praperty lor any and 2l purposes
which are in keeping with the stated intent of this Conservation Restriction
and which shall im nc way endanger the maintenance and conservation of
the Protecied Property In its panaml state,

The right 10 sefl, give or ceherwise convey the Prolected Progperty,
provided such conveymnce is subject to the 1erms of this Conservation

The right o create and admisister, in cooperation with the gruntee, o

management plan for the peotected ¥, @ copy of which plan 15
ataded herets and 1300160 DAL A which plan shal) remin in effect

mi'wwmlmdmmu.éﬂg
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D, The right 1o place bridges sod other structires 10 provide sonmal scceds 10

he property, and tessporary platforms, dock, Minds or other such
structares for the stody of wilditfe.

Covenants. The Grantor muskos the following covenants:

A The Protecied Property may not be divided, partitioned, or subdivided, nor . h‘/
conveyad extept I ity corrent configuration as an eotity, ‘V\ Wi “
8 There shall no permuoent builkdags locatod oa the peoperty, _/i, l' d—P‘IM\ “ l‘
C.  There shall be 0o faemsing or remow, soncwally, smad, gravel,
rock, minerals or other subntances shall be no excavation except
for pond malstentnce o mew pond (sstellstion.

D, There shall be 0o dumping or soring of soil or other substasces or
msscrials and no storage or dsporal of vehicles, vehicle parts, or wastes of
nay kind

[ There shall be 0o bunting or trapping, excepx for collecticn doee for
cientific purpotes with the exprom permiztion of $he grastee

There shall be 00 billbowds or sdvertising siges.

O Nomotorized vehicles shall be allowed on the promises except Dose
rooded 10 CaTy o mslnicaancc consistent with the maragement plan.

H. There shall be 2o troe stand improvesments.

1 There shall be no logging of the premises, except that consistent with good
foscstry practice.

Hiszardoss Weste. The Orntor has no knowledge of the deposit of hazasdoes
waste (Sec. 222-114(1), OGS) or the preseace of undergroved storsge tanks on e
proteciad property .
Assigmment. MMMHM&‘-'&M
by the Grazce, with the written cossent of the grantor in its sole discrction
(which shall not be waressonably withheld), provided that such assigamess is to &
noa-poofic ontity qualified under Consecticut General Statutes, Sectioes 47-420
through 47-42c, 10 hold conservation resrictions and having the resources to
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Sage Meadow Property- Town of Tolland
OPEN SPACE MANAGEMENT PLAN

L. PROPERTY DESCRIPTION, RESOURCES, AND POTENTIAL

A) OVERVIEW
mmwwmmmwmwnu
Town of Tolland s Open Space. The 21.5 acre parcel of land is Jocated in the
nonbeastern part of Tolland, slong Old Stafford Road. The open space consists of an
open ficld of about 15 acres, 4.9 acres forested and 2 1.6 acre ipproved Sot (e #11) Gom
umuu'rmmmum.

RESQURCES AND POTENTIAL: Preservation of s parcel accomplishes the
following

. m-mumﬁmm«m-‘wmm
Casy access 10 the pablyc

¢  Proiocts an expansive view of rural landscape aloog a well trsveled road
wilhan the lown's borders SR

Sage Meadow Property. Tow of Tolland

A. The open grass ficld is the comaplics of Usis upsn wms. Tall grass babim
becoming rare in Conmecticut, a5 are the asirmals that raquire thes habitst. This
rural landscape is viewable fom along O Stalford Road

8. Isdands of swubs and trees within the grassland ares serve a8 perches for the
muwmwpmkmum*

C. Cwmm"wmlmotmh-—ﬂgm
flowiag into the Skungamaug River which emptics imto the Willimantic River.

D The property inchades 2 pond that offers aquatic habitat

E Access 10 the open space is provided vie Lot 11 St opens unto Old Staffoed
Rosd A parking ot would be required. The 3dciton of a trai) that circles the

MMMMWM(&; walking and bird-
watching).
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Saye Mendow Property Tows of Tollund Page 2
11. OPEN SPACE MANAGEMENT PLAN

A) PROBLEMS, NEEDS & CONCERNS

*  Clean up discarded items (e.g tires) an the property (Nore: farm implemenes that
nﬂmtbcmmlummfﬁolm&wnhwuumghmyum
posed)

¢ Clean tash from the pond snd dredge it of nutssernt rich benthic muck, thos
decressing the rate of eutrophication (i.c. the filling in of plast mneral)

* [Periodic buming of the feid to encourage the growih of graspes versus re.
forestution and invasive woody species

B) OPPORTUNITIES IDENTIFIED
*  The tall grass fied is the centerpices of this apen space
*  The view of the rural open space from Old Stafford Road
*  Public accem for hiking, bird-weiching or educationalireyesrch sctivities
¢ The pond which once cheaned und dredged will have improved water quality and
provide a more diverse oquatic babitm
¢ Clough Brook as a year round source of water for animals,

C) PLANNING OBJECTIVES AND TIMELINES
. nmmtmna(mmum«mmm)-mm-u

and sanually therealler

Plan, blaze and chear o hiking trad- spring ‘04

Appointiment of an oper, space steward. spring/summer ‘04

Design and constract n parking lot {on Lot #11) to enable accesy- fal) '04

Mowing of the aren atound the parking ol periodically durtng the susnmen/fal)

Comstruction of a foothridge over Clough ook, lnking the packing ases 10 the

eraile fall (M (coonfinated with the phekng lot corf¥truction)

Tirect signs cegarding 1he opem spoce, trail, and permitied WEEPO- summer 04

*  Sebective cutting of trees 10 msintain the view ito the space from O S1affard
R summer/tall '04

. Crﬂzu A “parcel pamphlet” (hal containg a map and relevaen spoecies Information.
lale 2004

*  Dredpng of the pond and repaining the dam as pecessary. beeween 0309

15
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Sage Meadow Property- Tows of Tolland Page }
D) TECHNIQUES AND RESOURCES

Hmolhﬂwmmmd%dw field each spring
(w‘hhllmllc' M_ubhnmwhhwm)

Mnder new plant growth ead the of small eximals, is the satwral
process for grass eveluts 2 bable nairicnis v chw youl quictly, ang
decreases the tick
©  The Tollaad Fire Departmers has agreed to coordinate these anmual burms
o mtmwwmdummm,-mz
weeks before the bura i e
Trail plarsing/blazingfoutting: A trail shoeld be creaed that Jeads around the
properly to show i3 fesmures. It should ender the Seld 10 present a contrast
prassland ‘kam'dmubew“m
) MMM.WMA.‘;TMMMW
Dirsstor, or deparmment rep cocdinate the efforts of voluntecrs
A stewand shoukd be appointed from a pool of candidates 1o be uiing
m‘(e;mum)ummmmwu
Camservation Conumession and Town department reps.
mmmd-mu(uu«mmmmmu
Wbyhh&k“lﬂhw«vadedﬂblmd
deparument workloads impact ihe targer date 1f ihe slope 1nd other facicrs
permit, 2 gravel surfice is rrcooumendal.

* Mowing should alzo be managed by the Peblic Werks deparument

wm»uw»rumqm
(-8 Corserving Tolland, Boy Scouts, eis.) If feasible, the design should
accommodate whezkchair access, with 2 “jog™ 10 preciude ATV 2ccess
SMM“&&WWMTM
m«mhcmmk»&mm.mmmw
.wuumwuumﬁmmuumwu

mmmnumnmmm
Wb&wﬁmﬂhl&?ﬂ&ﬂe&skwﬁe&o«ehﬂgﬁgim
NOTE: Trail feamwres. footbridge design, and selegrevw eulting may require the
ma{cw&ipwmdrwkp-iupmdﬁ

E) REPORTING AND COMMUNICATION OF PLAN

WCMW)MHM-W-MMMMVQMM
10 the Town Council by the 4% quarter of 2004

TCC will mum(nummm-enmhmor
uumcmmmLuwumumrmcmu
un an annsal bagys,
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Japd Mendow Prapeviy- Town of Tolland Page §
IV, PROPOSED STEWARDSHIP CONTRACT

ORIECTIVE | TARGET | RESPONSIBLE | RESULT |NEXT
' DATE | PARTY STEP
Approwal ol March Pe04 | Talland Tams Causel CEAF
weE
Wl field 4 wiland Ft Dieps ) A nmias| Euim
| Plax, N t!Fu-HH !El.m'g;- Wailands Agr o
| ot @ lukmg wnl T Aidisark- Rec Chy Riscidrmenl of
Diegr o ] madl dingn
] mlﬂ p:q:m‘: ¥ o]
" Appania Soeweind | Sprmghummar | TCC @ coonhmanns wiik Traim (b sreward |
2oda Tasm nepa, o wafeo 4 o secamplivh the
L yulbamicer duii
D & Fudl 200k m?:ndwr._w 121 anond
st parkmg @i e le as
Commprrasn 3 Fall 3004 T Answsri-Ror [ir o Lestall mgrage
Fapbanidge meed coerdinale snhimser sedk
| heccl (&g Bory
Evect digniags T4 ﬂ—nw'::._tz;!uﬂ T parvial
asreg Al of
Soano
[ r—— SweuncoTal | % Lowiey. Wellands Agar 1
alling 4 Seneuey 0 designer o sbeci
trees, Public Warks depi
o
Crvate pamghier | Latz 1004 T Makz copres |
weailshle 11 the
A —l Trowm 1all
Dwevdge pond at | THD J005- FPublic Werks Zop1,oncs
Pepmirdam | 2009 A s M
Fspon oo OSME | <4 quaner TLC ae Torwey Cotumeil” 1 Upcaor 335 pewled
| Pogre g 2004 -
Hegarn ] Anrually TCL m Torsn Coencil Aikdreds
&zz_m I probilems saled |

TOWN OF TOLLAND JOSHUA'S TRACT CONSERVATION AND HISTORIC
TRLST, NC.

gﬁm - VA4 )87

Hr I'I1I Bﬁl.lhvd

Chagrmean, Conservatics Commission
[ L i

Qe LAKD RECOADS

v -

CLEXE
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JOSHUA'S TRACT CONSERVATION AND HISTORIC TRUST
SUPPLEMENT TO CONSERVATION RESTRICITION

THIS SUPPLEMENT TO CONSERVATION RESTRICTION is made this  day of
OCTOBER , 2014, between The Town of Tolland, Tolland, CT, hereinafier called the
“Grantors", and JOSHUA’S TRACT CONSERVATION AND HISTORIC TRUST, INC,, a
Connecticut non-profit corporation having its headquarters at 898 Stafford Road, Mansfield,
Connecticut with 2 mailing address of P.O. Box 4, Mansfield Center, Connecticut 06250-004,
hereinafter called the “Grantee™.

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the Grantors and the Grantee executed a “Deed of Conservation Restriction™ dated
as of February 1, 2005, recorded in Volume 962 at Page 337 of the Tolland Town Records,
referred to herein as the “Original Deed™, and

WHEREAS, the Grantors and the Grantee have noted certain ambiguities in the Original Deed
that in their opinion require clanification,

NOW, THEREFORE, the Grantors and the Grantee agree as follows:

1. Defined Terms. All terms defined in the Original Deed shall have the same meaning in this
Supplement,

2. Supplemental Provision. Paragraph IV. C. of the Original Deed, entitled “Covenants™ is
hereby amended to read:

(C) There chall be no farming “except the haying of the meadow.” “There shall
also be™ no removal of top soil, stonewalls, sand, gravel, rock, minerals or other
substances. There shall be no excavation except for pond maintenance or new pond
installation,

3. Effect of Supplement. The Original Deed as amended by this Supplement, taken together,
contain the terms of the conservation restriction as if the terms of this Supplement had been
included in the Original Deed from the outset and shall be effective when this deed is
recorded.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Grantors and the Grantee have executed this Supplement on this
day of October, 2014,

18



2015 Bobolink Assessment by the Conservation Coordinator for Joshua's Trust.

This morning, myself and another grassland bird surveyor did not detect any Bobolinks. There are
many other species thriving among the couple of large trees and one large fallen tree within the field.
We heard or saw several shrubland and edge habitat bird species including Warbling Vireo, Red-
eyed Vireo, Baltimore Oriole, Blue-winged Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Common Yellow-throat
Warbler, Red-winged Blackbirds, a Mockingbird up by the houses, and the many Tree Swallows
using the nest boxes. We also heard house sparrows, which are quite a troublesome, invasive bird
because they compete with Tree Swallows and Bluebirds for the boxes. In fact, sadly, house sparrows
will enter the boxes and kill any native species using the box in order to take them over.... so, perhaps
we can keep an eye on those this season to evict any bad birds. They're European birds and are not
protected by US laws prohibiting their extermination.

Anyway, I think we have a good sense of what's going on in terms of the Bobolinks. There are likely
none nesting at the field. From an aerial and landscape perspective, the field is isolated: the highway
and several built up areas are in close proximity to the field, while there are few if no other hayfields
nearby that could potentially draw Bobolinks to it.

Characterizing the field itself, the field is borderline "good" grassland bird habitat. Good grassland
bird habitat is at least 10 acres or larger in close proximity to other open fields, dominated by grasses
with few trees or shrubs, and square-like in shape. This field is on the smaller end and it has a couple
large standing trees and one fallen tree near the middle of it. In the eyes of a Bobolink high in the
sky, these trees make the field seem even smaller and would deter them from nesting there. This
tield might draw Bob's if one were to cut down the trees and remove the dead fallen one, but I can't
guarantee they'd find and use it based on my previous words about the field being small and
isolated.

On the other hand, the open fields, the tall standing trees, and the one felled tree with rose growing
up around it are doing very well to support other shrubland and edge habitat bird species. It will
continue to do so as long as the field is kept in an open state via mowing, including the field up by
the roadside. We also noted sign of mammals using the fields: three deer ran through the field as we
approached to do the Bobolink survey, and we crossed coyotes scat.
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The Sage Meadow Conservation Area is a 23 acre property obtained in connection with the Sage Meadow Subdivision in
2002. The access to the open space is via a strip of land located between #26 and #36 Sage Meadow Drive. The Town
entered into a Conservation Restriction with Joshua’s Trust in 2005. The principal objectives are to conserve the area and
protect wildlife habitat while providing access and passive recreational opportunities for the general public. The
conservation restriction states the desire to preserve the protected property predominantly in its natural state.

Maintenance is provided by Tolland Conservation Corps.

PLEASE...
e Hiking allowed, but not in the spring bird nesting No setting of fires
e No hunting or firearms allowed.

season.

¢ Snowshoeing and cross-country skiing allowed. e No littering. Carry out what you carry in

e Habitat, wildlife and nature studies allowed. e Respect the rights of other visitors

¢ No dogs allowed. e Respect the privacy of abutting landowners.

e Leave no trace. e No activities on or in the pond year round.
Area is closed from sunset to sunrise.

e No motorized vehicles.
e No horseback riding or mountain biking. e Night use is by permit only.
Notify the Conservation Commission of organized

e Do not disturb vegetation or wildlife.
group activities.
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